CHARITIES

Bereaved
parents aim fo
help ofhers

The harrowing experience of a sfillbirth shattered
Cheryl Kilby's life. Now she is working hard 1o raise
awareness about such fragedies and keen to help other
parents in a similar situation. SUE MASON reports . .
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B 17 babies die every day in
the UK {10 are stillbirths,
seven are neonatal deaths)
totalling almost 6,500 baby
deaths a year - the equivalent
of 16 jumbao jets crashing
every year.

W This is four times the
number of people who die
every year of MRSA (1,593
MRSA deaths in 2007, UK
Statistics Authority)

B This is double the number
of adults who lose their lives
on Britain's roads every year
(2007 - 2,940 people were
killed on the roads,
Department of Transport)

W Ten times more bables are
slilborn than die of cot death
every year in the UK

B The stillbirth rate has
remainad aimost unchanged
for the past 10 years
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Last year, on 3 trip 10 Larast, near
Comingham, Cheryl desooverad the restaarant
manager had sl had a stillborn baby. She'd
been keen 1o do something o mise
wwreness of stillbirths and the ides of o ball
al Lazsal came ould of this discovery.
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o ERS0; an American fridge-freever and o
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Floyd Mayweather, and there are masry m
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The Kiltns sold their previous house ifier
the death of their baby, primarily befunse
they couldn't bear 10 live whene she sh
have been, bt wasn't, They'ne still living
Elloughton because they wamed 10 be near
o the | and close friends who had
helped thein through ther pasnful wukeald
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“You have good days and bad days.

S willl come on the radso and
remutind vou, For me al's hand walking imlo a
et & bk and socimg & bakbry

» thivugh e, being todally
upset, angry - all the stages of gnef — and
we sill get angry. You can see why some
couples break up

“Also, when | meet people | haven't seen
fior 3 couple of years and if they don't know
what happened. they sk ne if we got a girl
or a boy, It's so hand w explain to them

“Home people shy away from you but 1'd
rather they asked abowl i because people
need 10 know what happens. In mesa cases it
happens for mo rexson and we jus want
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B The Angels Ball s Lazoa on Fraday, 24th
April, is sold out. For further mfonmation on
the Stillkirth amd Neonatal Death Society,
visil: www.uk-andsong
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